Southwestern Illinois Flood Prevention District Council

REsSoOLUTION Expressing the Official Intent To
Restore the Federally Authorized Level of Mississippi
Flood River Protection in the Metro-East

WHEREAS, the Southwestern Illinois Flood Prevention District Council has made great
progress towards meeting its goal of fully protecting the Metro-East from a 100-year flood by the
end of 2015; and,

WHEREAS, the threat from the Federal Emergency Management Agency to classify the area
as prone to flooding will be averted, along with the terrible economic consequences of the action;
and

WHEREAS, the Council has demonstrated that the most expeditious and cost-effective
approach to improve flood protection over the last several years is to use local funds to undertake
critical flood protection projects; and

WHEREAS, the Council cannot continue to delay needed improvements to flood protection
because of the lengthy, unpredictable, and costly design and construction process conducted by
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers; and

WHEREAS, the Corps of Engineers is unwilling to comply with local workforce policies;
and

WHEREAS, dramatic progress can be made when the pace and cost of construction is
determined locally; and

WHEREAS, the design and construction of projects by the FPD can move ahead rapidly and
at a far lower cost than by delegating this work to the Corps of Engineers; and

WHEREAS, the FPD has available funds and availability of future federal funding is
unknown; and

WHEREAS, the design and construction of projects built by the FPD using local funds may
be considered for future Work In-Kind Credit by the Corps of Engineers as allowed by the use of
Memoranda of Understanding, the inclusion in Integral Determination Reports, and the
amendment of Project Partnership Agreements; and

WHEREAS, economic growth can be expected if the authorized level of protection is being
pursued; and



WHEREAS, now is the time to initiate the restoration of the federally authorized level of
flood protection in the Metro-East providing the region with a higher level of flood protection,
while simultaneously completing the 100-year level projects; and

WHEREAS, the long-term goal of the FPD is to fully restore the federally authorized level
of flood protection (Mississippi River elevation of 54 feet on the St. Louis gauge -- also known as
the 500-Year flood).

Now, THEREFORE, It Is Hereby Resolved by the Board of Directors of the Southwestern
Illinois Flood Prevention District Council that it is the intent to restore the federally authorized
500-year level of Mississippi River flood protection through the following actions:

1. Design. Immediately begin the design of the most critical and cost-effective projects
to restore the federally authorized level of flood protection; and

2. Funding Strategy. Take immediate steps to implement a funding strategy with the
FPD being totally responsible for the design and the construction of flood protection (authorized
level) projects. This includes using current surplus funds and judicious borrowing to maximize
the available funding for capital expenditures on flood protection through the year 2020
($94,500,000 is currently estimated to be available), building the most cost effective and highest
priority projects throughout the Counties of Madison, Monroe, and St. Clair, Illinois; and

3. Workforce Policies. Comply with all current FPD workforce policies to ensure fair
wages and working conditions for project workers, encourage the use of local workers, and avoid
any work stoppages that could delay projection completion; and

4. Levee Districts Participation. Seek the financial participation of each Levee District
to generate additional funds to supplement FPD funding and enable additional construction; and

5. Corps of Engineers Participation. Notify the Corps of Engineers of the FPD’s strategy
and request that the Corps expedite projects that are 100% federally funded, such as the emergency
design deficiency correction at the Melvin Price Locks and Dam, a project-that was identified as
an emergency need six years ago, but still lacks a federally sanctioned permanent design solution
and any funding for construction..

If any section, paragraph or provision of this Resolution shall be held to be invalid or unenforceable
for any reason, the invalidity or unenforceability of such section, paragraph or provision shall not
affect any of the remaining provisions of this Resolution.

This resolution was approved February 18, 2015.



